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To direct these multifarious operations, and especially to
preside over such a band of scientific men, and to control
their work, was an office of no small delicacy and respon-
sibility. Admirably had Sir Henry de la Beche discharged
his duties. It was his far-sighted shrewdness which created
the whole establishment, and to his tact and good-humour
it owed not a little of its successful progress, and of the
hearty esprit de corps which animated its staff.

"When this able geologist and excellent man died, the
growth and enlargement of the services under his direc-
tion led to some difficulty as to the choice of a successor.
The recent stimulus given by the Great Exhibition of 1851
to the action of Government with regard to scientific
instruction, made it desirable, in the opinion of some well-
wishers to the cause of the higher and technical education
of the country, that more use should be made of the Geolo-
gical Survey and Museum as a nucleus round which other
branches of scientific teaching might be grouped. That
definite action on a large scale would soon be taken in this
matter was indicated in the speech from the Throne at the
beginning of the Session of 1853, when Her Majesty the
Queen announced to Parliament: " The advancement of the
Tine Arts and of Practical Science will be readily recognised
by you as worthy the attention of a great and enlightened

for such time aa enabled them to give their assistance in some special in-
quiry.

The Geological Survey, under its two Directors, Mr. Ramsay (Great
Britain) and Mr. J. B. Jukes (appointed in 1850 for Ireland), included
aome able and zealous assistants, among whom were the now well-known
names of W. T. Aveline, H. W. Bristow, A. R. Selwyn. In its palaeon-
tologist, Edward Forbes, and its assistant palaeontologist, J. W. Salfcer, it
possessed two members, each foremost in his own branch of science. In
its earlier years, Mr. (now Sir) W. E. Logan had worked as a volunteer
under De la Beche.llis,
